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Global sensitivity 

I first encountered IQ in Washington, D.C. I marvelled 
at this unique and stunning tour de force of thought- 
ful journalism, photo-essays and history, fused with 
illustration, cinema, art and travel. IQ exudes a sophis- 
ticated global sensitivity, but is anchored in the reality 
of Mumbai and the Subcontinent. 

I couldn't help thinking of IQ as The Innovation 
Quarterly. Every section provided novel insights, per- 
spectives and stories, even on seemingly familiar top- 
ics such as the India-China Border War and the future 
of manned space exploration. I stopped at the Dulles 
Airport “Wall for Peace” after reading about it in IQ. 

In future issues, IQ could invite Indian and interna- 
tional perspectives on solutions to urgent and daunting 
challenges, both global and local: eradicating poverty 
and providing energy, water and food security for all. 
IQ has enormous appeal to a wide Indian and global 
audience, and not just to the affluent Indian diaspora. 
David J. Jhirad, Ph.D. 

Professor and Director, Energy Resources and Environment 
Program, Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 


International Studies, Washington, DC 


Thought-provoking 

IQ reminded me of The Illustrated Weekly of India. I was 
intrigued that in the era of Mumbai Mirror and NDTV, 
someone wanted to publish long, contemplative ar- 
ticles. Am glad they weren’t text-bookish. Talking 
Points was nice. The articles on Marine Drive would 
be of interest to outsiders rather than thorough-bred 
Mumbaikars. The articles about writers, I’m going 
to preserve. The travel pieces were delightful, too. A 
bigger dose of humour would be welcome, and per- 
haps interviews of young dancers, sportspeople and 
playwrights. 

Sheela Jaywant 


Goa 


Exciting initiative 

I was delighted to receive the inaugural edition of your 
new magazine. Thank you so much for your thought- 
fulness in sharing it with me. Congratulations on this 
exciting new initiative and beautiful publication. I 
look forward to spending time with it. 

Drew Gilpin Faust 


President, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 


Too much of Mumbai? 

Your inaugural issue has six articles on Mumbai (in- 
cluding one on Bollywood). All of them are fascinating. 
The black-and-white photographs accompanying the 
piece on ‘The Making of Marine Drive’ are exquisite. 

Yet, they left me with a sense of unease despite 
my love for the old Bombay. The nostalgia at the core 
of these articles conveniently distances them from 
the reality of present-day Mumbai with its miserable 
shanties, luxurious high-rise slums and the proto- 
fascist goons who regularly command its streets. Are 
there too many writers from Bombay-Mumbai who 
romanticise their mouldering city? 

I look forward to reading forthcoming issues of IQ 
which, hopefully, will not pander to oldies and will be 
less Mumbai-centric. 

Jawid Laiq 
New Delhi 
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VOLUME 1 | ISSUE 2 | January - March 2013 


HE INAUGURALISSUE OF IQ was put out into the world with some trepidation. Despite discour- 

aging warnings about the omnipresence of the electronic media and the shrinking readership 

of hard copy, we went ahead, convinced about the need for a magazine that offered food for 

reflection — and an Indian publication tuned into what was happening within India and 
beyond its borders. We needn’t have feared. Not only has the response been overwhelming, readers 
have appreciated our understated and clutter-free design. 

We live in a world increasingly populated by those for whom home is no longer a single place. 
Many amongst the burgeoning number of global souls have been born in one country, grown up and 
studied in another and consider more than one country home. 

‘Crossings’ is the overarching theme for the second issue of IQ. New York-based dancer Sheela 
Raman negotiates different cultures in ‘Italian Nocturne’. After three decades Gillian Wright moves 
from Nizamuddin East to West in Delhi. Melik Kaylan looks at his native city, Istanbul, through the 
eyes of an Indian friend. Imran Ahmed’s lens captures Indian and Pakistani workers wrestling, desi- 
style, in Dubai. Harmala Gupta retraces the travails of a Sikh ancestor putting down roots in Canada, 
while Sidharth Bhatia looks at Mumbai’s Chinese migrants. 

Borders between the past and the present are porous. In her poignant memoir, writer Alba Arikha 
oscillates between the present and a painful adolescence. Raghu Rai’s rediscovered images of the 
Bangladesh war bring back the human cost of that tragedy. Namrata Joshi tracks the evolution of the 
Indian horror film and Sudha Koul examines the pedigree of Roghanjosh. 

I hope you enjoy the eclectic menu of our second issue, which also has its lighter moments, such 
as Daisy Waugh’s attempts to get an upgrade ona flight. With its longer articles that don’t blindly stalk 
the headlines, IQ allows its readers to step off the speeding carousel of our lives today, to actually reflect 
upon and savour life. - Madhu Jain 


A special thank you to Ranbir Kaleka for the cover painting to accompany 
his and Rupika Chawla’s ruminations on eroticism in art. 
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Contributors 


Imran Ahmed was born in Dhaka 
but considers the United Arab 
Emirates his adopted home since 
moving there as a teenager in 

the mid-197os. He took to street 
photography in 2008 which 
resulted in a book, Dubai Creek. He 
works for a global investment bank 
based in Dubai. 


Alba Arikha is the author of three 
books: Muse, Walking in Ice anda 
memoir, Major/Minor, published by 
Quartet Books. She has translated 
poetry and written for various art 
magazines. Alba is also a pianist 
and singer/songwriter. Her album, 
Dans Les Rues De Paris, was released 
last year. 


Sidharth Bhatia is a Mumbai-based 
journalist and author of the book 
Cinema Modern: The Navketan 
Story, published earlier this year. 
He also writes on national politics 
for publications including DNA, 
The Hindu, The Deccan Chronicle 
and The Asian Age. 


Rupika Chawla is a Delhi-based 
art conservator. She is the author 
of Surface and Depth, Indian Artists 
at Work, Raja Ravi Varma: Painter 
of Colonial India and two books on 
the artist A. Ramachandran. She 
has also curated major exhibitions 
at the National Museum and the 
NGMaA in Delhi. 


Mustansir Dalvi teaches 
architecture in Mumbai and is 

an author, poet and translator. 

He writes two columns on urban 
issues in Time Out Mumbai and 
Firstpost.com, where he observes 
and critiques the unravelling urban 
fabric of Mumbai in its present 
post-planning avatar. 


Gurcharan Das studied philosophy 
at Harvard University and was 

CEO of Procter & Gamble India 
before he took early retirement to 
become a writer. He has authored 
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several books, including, India 
Grows at Night: a liberal case fora 
strong state and a bestseller India 
Unbound, published in many 
languages. 


Namita Devidayal is the author of 
the award-winning memoir Music 
Room and the bestselling novel 
Aftertaste. She graduated from 
Princeton University with a degree 
in Politics, though she wishes she 
had studied English Literature and 
Basket Weaving instead. Namita is 
a journalist with the Times of India 
and lives in Mumbai. 


Santosh Desai is Managing 
Director & CEO of Future Brands 
Ltd, a branding services company. 
He has worked in advertising for 
22 years and has been studying the 
evolving nature of the consumer 
culture in India. Author of best- 
seller Mother Pious Lady —Making 
sense of everyday India he is alsoa 
regular columnist with the Times 
of India. 


Naresh Fernandes is a freelance 
journalist who lives in Mumbai. 
He has previously worked in New 
York, Hong Kong and Brussels and 
has been the editor of Time Out 
Mumbai. He writes about urban 
development and city culture. He 
is the author of Taj Mahal Foxtrot: 
The Story of Bombay’s Jazz Age. He is 
now working on a short biography 
of Mumbai. 


Ramachandra Guha is an historian 
and biographer based in Bengaluru. 
His most famous books include 
Savaging the Civilized — Verrier 
Elwin, his tribals and India, India 
after Gandhi, and Patriots & 
Partisans (Penguin, 2012). Guha is 
currently writing a multi-volume 
biography of Mahatma Gandhi. 


Adam Jacot de Boinod was a 
researcher on the first series of QI, 
the BBC quiz programme hosted 
by Stephen Fry. He is the author 


of The Meaning of Tingo and Other 
Extraordinary Words from Around 
the World, from Penguin, and the 
iPhone App Tingo - the Interesting 
Word Game. 


Namrata Joshi is an associate 
editor, Outlook and a cinema 
expert who has been on the jury of 
many international film festivals. 
She has written monographs on 
actresses Nutan and Mumtaz for 
a series Women in Indian Film, 
edited by Nasreen Munni Kabir for 
Zubaan Publishing, 2008. 


Ranbir Kaleka was born in 1953 
and raised in the city of Patiala. A 
contemporary painter, his works 
have travelled the world. Notably 
iCon: India Contemporary at the 
Venice Biennale (2005), Chalo! 
India at the Mori Museum in 
Tokyo (2008); India Moderna at the 
Institute of Modern Art in Valencia, 
Spain (2008). He is now showing 
at the Kochi Muziris Biennale 

and at the Peabody Essex Museum, 
Massachusetts. 


Melik Kaylan was born in Istanbul, 
educated in England, and has 
worked as a journalist in New 
York for 25 years. He writes about 
culture for the Wall Street Journal 
and international affairs for 
Newsweek. He has won awards for 
travel writing, television coverage 
of smuggling of antiquities and has 
been a reporter on conflict zones 
from Iraq to Georgia. 


Sudha Koul is the author of Curries 
without Worries and The Tiger 
Ladies - A Memoir of Kashmir. 
Born and brought up in Kashmir, 
she is the first Kashmiri woman 
to be selected by the Indian 
Administrative Service. She has 
written for The Wall Street Journal, 
Los Angeles Times, Seminar and 
other publications. She has just 
completed her first novel, The 
Kashmir Chronicles. 
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Contributors 


Prashant Miranda grew up in 
Bengaluru and studied at the 
National Institute of Design in 
Ahmedabad before moving to 
Toronto. He documents his travels 
with his watercolour journals, 
illustrates children’s books, paints 
murals and animates short films. 
He has just returned to India from 
a month-long artist residency in 
Assisi, Italy. 


Sandhya Mulchandani has a post 
graduate degree in applied geology 
from the National institute of 
Oceanography and has worked 

in media for over 20 years. She 
translates from medieval Sanskrit 
and Tamil literature, focusing on 
eroticism and symbolism in Hindu 
literature and mythology. 


Gautam Pemmaraju is a Mumbai 
based writer/filmmaker. He has 
several excursionary interests with 
a special focus on Hyderabad, its 
troubled political integration and 
cultural history. He is now working 
ona film on the Urdu comic-satire 
traditions of the Deccan as well as 
on Hindi film sound design in the 
analog era. 


Raghu Rai was born in the Punjab 
in 1942. He has been at the fore 
front of photography in India 

for over 40 years and is a part of 
the Magnum Photos team. His 
work has appeared in leading 
publications. Rai has produced 
more than 30 books including The 
Indians-Portraits from my Album, 
Bombay / Mumbai, and Calcutta 

/ Kolkata. 


Sheela Raman is a first-generation 
Indian-American and a jazz singer. 
After graduating from Brown 
University, she wrote about art 
and culture for The Boston Globe, 
Art in America, and Forbes. She is 
currently working on a series of 
short stories and recently began 
vocal training in Carnatic music. 
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Navtej Sarna is the author of 

the novels The Exile and We 
Weren't Lovers Like That. His most 
recent work is Winter Evenings, 

a collection of short stories. He 
contributes regularly to the Times 
Literary Supplement, The Hindu 
and other journals. A member of 
the Indian Foreign Service since 
1980, he was most recently India’s 
ambassador to Israel. 


Gayatri Rangachari Shah is a 
Mumbai based journalist. She 
contributes to the New York Times, 
International Herald Tribune 

and Harper’s Bazaar, where she 
helps with editorial direction. 
Gayatri graduated from Columbia 
University’s school of journalism. 
She has lived all over the world, 
most memorably in Islamabad and 
Algiers. 


Bulbul Sharma is a painter and 
writer. Amongst her most noted 
books are My Sainted Aunts, The 
Perfect Woman, Anger of Aubergines 
and Now that I am Fifty. She has 
also published books for children 
and conducts for special needs 
‘Storypainting’ workshops for 
children with special needs. 


Harmala Gupta has a Masters 

in International Politics from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University. In 

1977 she went to McGill University, 
Montreal, to do a doctorate which 
she was unable to complete because 
of illness. Harmala founded 
CanSuppott, a palliative home-care 
programme for people with cancer 
in Delhi in 1996. 


Michael Snyder graduated from 
Columbia University in 2010 

with a BA in English literature 

and comparative religion. After 
graduation he spent a year living in 
Santiago, Chile, before shifting to 
Mumbai. His work has appeared in 
several publications including GQ 
India, ELLE, Open and The Caravan. 


Arundhathi Subramaniam is a 
poet, curator and journalist. She 
has been published in several 
newspapers including The Hindu, 
The Indian Express and Time Out 
Mumbai. She divides her time 
between Mumbai and a yoga 
centre in Coimbatore. Her most 
recent works include the book of 
poems, Where I Live: New & Selected 
Poems, and the biography of a 
contemporary mystic Sadhguru: 
More Thana Life. 


Shefalee Vasudev is the author 
of Powder Room: The Untold Story 
of Indian Fashion. She has been a 
journalist for more than 20 years, 
writing on popular culture, social 
trends and gender. She was the 
founding editor of Marie Claire 
India and currently writes for 
Mint Lounge. 


Paromita Vohra is a filmmaker 
and writer with an interest in 
urban life, desire and popular 
culture. She has written 

the Pakistani film Khamosh 

Pani and some of her films 
include Partners in Crime, Morality 
TV, the Loving Jehad, Q2P, Where’s 
Sandra and Unlimited Girls. 


Daisy Waugh is a British novelist 
and journalist. She currently 
writes columns for the Sunday 
Times Magazine and Standpoint. 
Her books include A Small Town 
in Africa, Bed of Roses and The 
Desperate Diary of a Country 
Housewife. 


Gillian Wright is an author 

living in New Delhi. She studied 
both Hindi and Urdu at London 
University and has translated two 
modern classics of Hindi literature, 
Shrilal Shukla’s Raag Darbari and 
Rahi Masoon Reza’s Adha Gaon. She 
has collaborated with Mark Tully 
on all of his books, including No 
Full Stops in India, Heart of India 
and India in Slow Motion. 


Society 


126 An Awkward Subversion Santosh 
Desai examines an ubiquitous urban 


sartorial choice. 


130 Strings Attached Naresh Fernandes 
writes about the influence of a 


Hawaiian guitarist on Indian jazz. 
134 The Emperor of Alberta Harmala 


Gupta retraces an ancestor’s passage to 
Canada. 


140 The Skin Remembers The erotic in 
Ranbir Kaleka’s art and Rupika Chawla 
on the erotic moment in creativity. 
Poetry and Fiction 

146 Raat Akeli Hai/No More Lonely 
Nights screenplay by Paromita Vohra 


156 New Poems by Arundhathi 
Subramaniam 


IQ Points 


158 Jumping Class Daisy Vaugh tries her 
best to get an upgrade. 

160 Browser’s Corner Gurcharan Das, 
Ramchandra Guha, Namita Devidayal 
and Jonathan Foreman on their 
favourite Indian bookstores. 


For subscriptions and queries 
call: +91 95949 99978 


Or email: theindianquarterly@gmail.com 


On the cover: Contestations in a Fecund Landscape 


(Digital imagery and oil on canvas made for The Indian Quarterly 
33 X 30 inches, 2012) by Ranbir Kaleka 


The Indian Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor. Write to: IQ 
C/o Indian & Eastern Engineer Co. Pvt. Ltd., Cecil Court, M.B. Marg, Apollo Bunder 
Mumbai 400001 India. www.indianquarterly.com +91 22 22897889 
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Power Pleat | Did he or didn’t he ? | 
Pop goes the Museum | A Hazy Shade 
of Winter | Goan Soirees 


Urbanities 


20 Last of the Seven Bungalows 
Gayatri Rangachari Shah discovers 
its secrets. 


26 Chinese Comfort Sidharth Bhatia 
revisits a community through its oldest 
restaurant. 


34 Azans from the West Gillian Wright 
writes about moving from Nizamuddin 


East to its more vibrant side. 
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Life and Letters 


41 Notes from the past Alba Arikha’s 


poignant memoir recounts her 
childhood and the suffering of her 
Jewish father. 


54 Divine Love Sandhya Mulchandani 
looks at the erotic in Tamil and Telegu 
poetry. 


60 Ganesha in the Midwest Stephen 
Alter visits novelist Louis Bromfield’s 
organic farm in Ohio. 


64 Whose Roghanjosh is it Anyway? 
Sudha Koul traces the origin of this 
culinary wonder. 

Crossings 

69 Movable Identities 


70 Italian Nocturne Sheela Raman finds 
India in Italy. 


76 The Lords of Sand Imran Ahmed 
captures wrestling, desi style, in Dubai. 


86 A Garden for Aliens The challenge of 
growing lavender for Bulbul Sharma. 


go Turkish Delights Melik Kaylan 
rediscovers Istanbul through Indian eyes, 
finding similarities in both cultures. 


Essay 


96 When Rules Acquire Flesh 
Mustansir Dalvi on the disjunct 
between the law and its interpretation. 


104 Lest we Forget Raghu Rai’s 
forgotten cache of images on the 
human tragedy of the Bangladesh 
Liberation war. 


Cinema 


116 What Lies Beneath Namrata Joshi 
explores the evolution of Indian horror 
movies. 


